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Racecards racecard

[ rerska:.d/ <)

noun

1. a programme giving information about the races scheduled for a particular race
meeting.

 Racecards have been in existence since the Victorian Era.

* Apart from a few changes their content and format has changed little
to the present day, .. until now ...

* Using the power of Proform, we have developed our latest product,
the Proform Racecard which breaks the mould and uses sophisticated
statistical techniques to provide information to hobbyists and expert
bettors who seek informative handicapping data and content.
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In this presentation we will cover

* The issues with racecards on offer today.

* How the Proform Racecards address these issues.

* The key concepts and principles of the Proform Racecard format.
* An overview of the key features in the Proform Racecard.
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The problem with current racecards

e Racecards should provided information on:

* The race, race time, venue, value, distance, going and list of declared
runners, riders and trainers,

* The form of each declared runner,
* A concise biographical account of each runner.

* In theory, a typical racecard should also help you make an informed
choice about which horse to bet on.
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Current Racecard Issues

* Unfortunately, given the example; it is hard to make an
informed decision due to the cramped layout and inability to
decipher key pieces of information .

* Especially if you are trying to ascertain:
A. The merits of the horses recent form,
B. The recent performance of the trainer,
C. |Ifit’s a turfrace, the effect of the draw bias,
D. The pace in the race, how will it be run,
E. The performance of the favourites under race conditions,
F. Profitable trainers and Jockey’s, who are they?
G. Profitable angles for each Runner, Trainer or jockey,
H. Negative factors in the race.

* These issues are common to most racecards in existence today

_Jleaders final furiong. diri

7 lscmﬂxz PLAZA RACE & STAY RACE 61
i m

AUCTION FILLIES MAIDEN 71 Winner £10,350 (14 run
5. NG McCullagh - |

1 84 ALAFZARA (17) 2 John M Oxx 2 9-0.....

2 0 ALANNA BHEAG (19) 12 M C Grassick 2 9- ..B A Curtis —
3 44 BACKDROP (63) 4 D K Weld (USA) 29-0 (B P ) Smullen—
4 05 BEATIFY (21) 7 Mrs John Harrington 2 9-0 C RKing (5) -
5 4 CULTURED LADY (50) 1P D Deegan 2 9-0 GFCarroll -
6 96 HAZLEDOC (17) 14 M Halford 2 9-0... C P Hoban (3) -
7 5 INTENSE DEBATE (5) 10 S Bolger 2 9-0 J Manning —
8 58 KOMITOE (18) 9 Mrs John Harrington 2 9-0. E ) McNamara —
9 0553 MISS MOUSEY (90} 8 GM Lyons 2 9-0.... C T Keane (3) -
10 PHOENIX COUNTY 6 Noel Lawlor (GB) 2 9-0 RP Cleary —
1 0 SHARE A SECRET (26) 5 Garvan Donnelly (GB) 2 9-0...... G Phillips (7) -
12 42244 TRIKALA (25) 3 Kevin F 29-0. C D Hayes —
B 833 TUILELAITH (25) 13 H Rogers 2 9-0

14 ZANKA 11 Andrew Hi 29+

BETTING: 1i-4 Intense Debate, 3 Backdrop, 132 Cultured Lady, 7 Trikala,
Tuilelaith, 10 Alafzara, 14 Miss Mousey, 16 Komitoe, 25 Hazledoc, Beatify, Zanka.

2012: MAJESTIC QUEEN 29 0 M C Hussey 331 (Tracey Collins) drawn (8) 12 ran.

INTENSE DEBATE (9-0) 40/1 held up in touch, ridden over 2f out, moderate 6th 1f out,
no extra final furlong, Sth 9L behind My Titania at Curragh Sep 7f Good to Firm 8 ran.
BACKDROP (9-0) 9/10fav led racing keenly, headed entering straight and soon no chance
with easy winner, dropped to moderate 4th and no extra final furlong, 4th T2L behind
Hidden Oasis at Galway Aug mdn 7f Heavy 9 ran. CULTURED LADY (9-0) 33/1 tracked
leaders on inner in 4th, ridden and no impression over 1f out, kept on one pace inside final
furlong to nearly snatch 3rd on line, 4th 8.5L behind Vallado at Leopardstown Aug mdn 6f
Good 6 ran. TRIKALA (9-0) 8/1 settled behind leaders, 7th halfway, ridden in 5th 2f out, 4th
and slightly hampered entering straight, switced inside, kept on same pace, just held for

3rd, 4th 3.5L behind Colour Blue at Galway Sep mdn 7f Good 16 ran. TUILELAITH (8-9) 8/1 ¢

chased leaders. 4th halfway. ridden 2f out, 3rd and hung left entering straight. no impression
i and Just held 3rd, 3rd 3251 behind Colour Blue at Galway

Sep mdn 7f Good 16 ran.

Winasr €10,350 {8 run)

1 031000 LIGHTNIN HOPKINS (41) 8 G M Lyons 3 9-11 (D2) T Keane (3) -
25/05739 ELUSIVE TIME (5) 4 Takashi Kodama 5 9-6 (D). Coakley (7) -
3 279789 NOCTURNAL AFFAIR (20) 5 David Marnane (SAF) 7 9-6 (C)..W M Lordan -
4 413916 YULONG BAOJU (20) 7 Edward Lynam 3 9-6 (BF) (CD) PJ Smullen —
5 3254-58 CRISTOFORO COLOMBO (20) 3 A P O'Brien (USA) 3 9-5.
6 1-8 MOOQTAR (114) 2 Kevin Prendergast (USA) 3 9-5 (BF)
7 32-4308 TENNESSEE WILDCAT (47) 6 G M Lyons 3 9-5 (C).
8 213-969 GALLENA (95) 1james M Barrett (GB) 3 9-0 (BF)
BETTING: 8-11 Cristoforo Colombo, 6 Nocturnal Affair, 8 Moogtar, Yulong Baoju,
10 Tennessee Wildcat, Elusive Time, 20 Lightnin Hopkins, 100 Gallena.

2012: BALMONT MAST 4 9 6 J P Murtagh 7-4 Fav (Edward Lynam) drawn (1) 13 ran.

7 4 DIAMOND STAKES (GROUP 3) tm 21 150yds
i A

Winner €39,000 (8 run}

1 525302 CAPTAIN JOY (37) 6 T Collins 5 9-8 (C) (BF).
2 14-5328 CERTERACH (19) 5 M Halford 5 9-8 (CD).
3 821/134 PARISH HALL (27) 7] S Bolger 4 9-8 (D)..
4 8137-34 PRINCE ALZAIN (27) 8 G A Butler (USA) 4 9-
5 3413-1 AFONSO DE SOUSA (6) 4 A P O'Brien (USA) 3 9-3 (CD).......
6 58127 MANALAPAN (27} 1P] P 39-3(D) C D Hayes —
7 315014 LEVANTO (16) 3 W P Mullins 3 9-0 (C).... . P J Smullen —
8 202561 OPERA GLOVES (34) 2 M Halford 3 9-0 (C). N G McCullagh -
BETTING: 2 Parish Hall, 3 Afonso De Sousa, 5 Levanto, 13-2 Certerach, 7 Captain Joy,
12 Opera Gloves, 16 Prince Alzain, Manalapan.
2012: DECLARATION OF WAR 3 9 3 ) P O'Brien 11-10 Fav (A P O'Brien) drawn (1) 12 ran.
PARISH HALL (9-7) 33/1 chased leader in 2nd, ridden 3f out, dropped to 4th 2f out,
soon no impression, 4th 7L behind The Fugue at Leopardstown Sep 1m 2f Good 6 ran.
AFONSO DE SOUSA (9-2) 2/13rd early, 2nd before halfway, improved to lead entering straight,
soon ridden clear, stayed on well under pressure final furlong, won by 1.5L from Dabadiyan
here Sep Im 2f 150yds Standard 6 ran. LEVANTO (8-10) 13/2 waited with 6th of the 7, no
impression from before straight where raced on outer, went 4th and no danger final furiong,
kept on, 4th 6.75L behind Eye Of The Storm at Listowel Sep Im 4f Heavy 7 ran. CERTERACH
(9-11) 20/1 held up towards rear. ridden and no impression over 3f out, 8th 2IL behind Voleuse
De Coeurs at Curragh Sep Im 6f Good 10 ran. OPERA GLOVES (9-0) 7/2 chased leader in 2nd,
ridden to lead over 2f out, stayed on well final furlong, won by 1.5L from St Jean at Killarney
Aug 1m 3f Good to Firm 3 ran

P O'Brien— |
C D Hayes— |
F Carroll - |
RPCleary— |

ER
6- 45&!&% STALLION FARMS EURO BREEDERS FUND MEDIAN ‘ 8-151

1 1-80581
2

3 4
4 31-3209
5 322010
6 0-3219
7 310
8 M5
9 a2
10 70-0601
n 3190
BETTING: 1¢
Le Beau, Ge
Palace, 20 Lt
2012: CERTE!

8.45

1 47430
2 69¢
3 725164
4 578640
5 7-00885
6 133053
7 305762
80-69866
9 60570
10 636
11000-083
» 00
13 2
14 4088-6-
15 510550
16 0-08
7 141
BETTING: 4
Teochrios, 1
Bunching, 2
2012: (DIV 1)

9.15

160-4205
2 5-50335
3 50007
4 831
5 04080
6 31402
7 0988
8 30-2260
9  ds5]
10 080706
1 90-04
12 642240
13 4-5080¢
14 600
154-89860
16 T-56~0
17 0060-0]
BETTING:¢
8 Total Rez
Wharf, 20¢
2012: (DIV1

PARK H
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The Proform Racecard

* Before we present our racecard that addresses the issues highlighted
previously, we first need to cover the key concepts and principles of
our racecard format, these are:

1. Present numbers when absolutely necessary,

2. Where possible take advantage of the human brains ability to detect
patterns,

3. Utilise modern statistical methods and metrics where appropriate,
4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain.
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The Proform Racecard

1. Present numbers when absolutely necessary _
W-R (%)

* Given the poor racecard example provided earlier, in 3-14 (21%)
theory the numerical information on the racecard 12-49 (24%)
should be represented in a different way. 35-191 (18%)

. . 5-23(22%

* However, there’s no getting away from the fact that if s Ezz(y;
a measure or a piece of data has meaning in it’s 523 (22%
magnitude, you cannot hide its value. S

e Our racecards do not break this rule so where 8-68 (12%)
necessary we will display numerical data on the 11-235 (5%)
racecard in a tabula format per the example to the 0-0 (0%)

0-2 (0%)

right.
PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

2. Where possible take advantage of the human brains ability to detect patterns

* In the Proform Racecard we use a combination of shapes and colours
to represent data per the examples below:

o |

$6¢83S
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The Proform Racecard

3. Utilise modern statistical methods and metrics

* There are lies, dam lies and statistics. However some statistics can be
extremely useful.

* The key statistic used in the race card is Actual verses Expected,
commonly know as the A/E index.

* The A/E index simply put, is a statistical measure of goodness for a
particular group of data.

e Within the racecards we use the A/E index in a number of areas to
benchmark actual wins verses expected wins e.g trainer course form.

* The actual wins is derived from real results, the expected win part of

the equation is calculated statistically. -
PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

3. Utilise modern statistical methods and metrics

* The output of the A/E calculation results in a number:

- +

* an A/E Index of Y is considered to be as expected

an A/E Index of greater than 1 is better than expected

an A/E Index of less than 1 is worse than expected

an A/E Index greater than 2 or higher is superior to the norm

PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

3. Utilise modern statistical methods and metrics

* Why do we use the A/E Index in the racecards?

* The rational is as follows:

a) Value is an integral part of the A/E index calculation.

* In betting if you can identify situations where something is performing better than
expected then you have found something that is value i.e. a situation that is not being
over bet by the general public or a factor that is being overlooked by the crowd.

b) A/E Index statistics are not commonly found in newspapers and the racing
media.

* Making betting decisions using the A/E Index will provide an edge
over others who are not using A/E.

PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

3. Utilise modern statistical methods and metrics

» Use of A/E Index in the racecards, Jockey course form example:

W-R (%) Exp A/E 5 Year Course

3 Entihaa B A Curtis 1-5 (20%) 0.3 3.2 EEEEEEEEEEN
8 Gioia Di Vita Paul Quinn 7-44 (16%) 3.2 2.2 NENERENEENEw
1 Calaf Paul Pickard {3} 10-94 (11%) 7.1 1.4 EEEE

2 Villa Royale Daniel Tudhope 24-126 (19%) 17.8 1.3 HEN

7 Sioux Chieftain (IRE)  Andrew Mullen 8-97 (8%) 6.7 1.2 =

6 Hollowina Graham Lee 12-74 (16%) 10.7 1.1 =

5 Rosairlie (IRE) PJ McDonald 26-238 (11%) 24.0 1.1

4 Mohawk Ridge Connor Beasley {5} 2-25 (8%) 34 0.6 eeeo

Each symbol represents a magnitude of ~10%: M =above ® = below W => 100%

E.g. Paul Pickard, has 10 course wins from 94, his statistical expectation is 7.1 therefore

his performance are approx. 40 % above expectation. Connor Beasley’s course form is 40% 5

below expectation. PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

* The Proform Formbook offers unparalleled and industry leading
statistics and data.

e Our analysis of our data had revealed literally 100s of profitable
statistics covering many trends and angles not available in other
sources of data, for example:

* Sire records in National Hunt Flat races,
* Trainer switch 1st time out,
* Horses record on going (Soft/Heavy), etc .

* To leverage this power we have included in the race card positive and
negative statistics derived from the Proform database.
* Of course, each statistic is validated using the A/E index statistic. PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

* On the racecards, positive and # ____[Form (Turf) +Pos _Neg
. . L. 8(3) Second Step (IRE) L L
negative statistics are presented 12 (11 Wrangler
using the principles described earlier. 10 StoutCortez o
. 11 (12) Tactical Striket' =
* Per the example to the right, #5 L) P ——
Mannaro has 3 positive statisticsand 6@ o Masterpaver o
1 negative statistic. i) Astrovirtue
5(2) Mannaro (IRE) EEm) o
* Using our positive and negative 7(4 Rock Of Leon *
. d . t f t th . 9(5) Sternrubin (GER) = ®
indicators you can factor this = enoweato .

information into your decision 3(1) Bourbon Prince ©
making process.
PROFORM RACI
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

How long does it take to determine if a horse is well handicapped?
How long does it take to calculate speed ratings?
How long does it take to determine the pace in the race?

* These are examples of handicapping activities that take time.

* Time is a valuable asset for the handicapper. If you have time you
can examine all potential investment opportunities available to you.
If your time is limited the opposite is true.

* One of the key design objectives of our racecards was to determine
situations where Proform can do the “heavy lifting” for the user
and allow you time to focus on your handicapping process!

PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

' ?
* Here are some examples Is a Horse Well Handicapped:

Horses running off a mark below their highest winning
Official Rating can in theory win again off that mark

The graphic to the left indicates whether a horse is well
handicapped against its official rating (OR) in a handicap of the
same race type. If todays OR is higher than horses highest
winning OR (HiOR) the chart indicates red.

Full Of Joy (IRE) * tp D
Incentivise (IRE) "°° D
Dusky Bob (IRE) “°p C D

Chac Du Cadran (FR) *° p BF

My Boy Paddy (IRE) “° D BF 112 If the. horses HiOR'Is b(?IO\{v todays OR the chart indicates green.
. The figure to the right indicates the number of pounds the
Sun Cloud (IRE) 116 .. o .
official rating is above or below HiOR.
Papamoa *’ D 106 l -4
Ultra Du Chatelet (FR) “tBF 112 Full of Joy is running off an OR of 124, 5lbs above its highest
Mohi Rahrere (IRE) *°b' D 111 I -1 winning handicap.

Papamoa is running off an OR of 106, 4lbs below its highes’tl‘
winning handicap. PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

* Here is another example A faster than class indicator

Horses that ran faster than class last time out have
demonstrated an ability to beat winners!

Full Of Joy (IRE) *” tp D

156 ) The “Speed” column is the horses last time out Proform Speed

Rating. This number is compared to the Class Par for winners at
todays race type. The chart indicates how much the rating is
above (green) or below (red) this median rating.

Incentivise (IRE)
Dusky Bob (IRE) “°p CD
Chac Du Cadran (FR) *** p BF

My Boy Paddy (IRE) *°° D BF ‘
Sun Cloud (IRE) *° 0 Full of Joys Speed Rating Last time out was 52, 15 below the

median speed rating for this class.

Papamoa *’' D 72 5

18
Ultra Du Chatelet (FR) "~ t BF 60 -7 Incentivise Speed Rating Last Time Out was 73, 6 above the
Mohi Rahrere (IRE) **°b" D 56 -11 median speed rating for this class.

PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

Pace

* When looking at a race, the first question you should try to answer
is: how is this race going to be run?
* |s it probably going to be won from starting stalls to finishing line
* |s a horse from the back of the pack likely to run down the leaders?

* Pace Mapping tires to visualise the pace within the race.

* [n conjunction with any draw bias, pace/draw analysis form a
powerful weapon in the handicappers armoury!

PROFORM RACING
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The Proform Racecard

4. Provide information not easily obtainable or not in the public domain

—

Pace Map

The Pace column is calculated from the horses last three runs,
the number is then used to map the horses pace profile on the
scale below based on the following key

Led 117 516 2.27 34032 [
p Prominent 172 1671 1.03 -336.73 [
HeldUp 8 1524 0.56 -732.54 [

E Horse

9 Invincible Lad (IRE)
1 Foxtrot Jubilee (IRE)
6 Rock On Candy

12 Lucky Dan (IRE)

3 Apricot Sky

14 BeauAmadeus (IRE)

5 Threave

10 Saga Lout
15 Ace Master The table above details the Pace statistics for the course and
2 Millkwood distance in question. From the data the “course pace bias” can
7 Time Medicean be determined i.e. does the course favour horses that like to
8 Steel Rain
_ lead?
11 Cardinal

The draw bias is also shown: green for positive stall, red for
negative stalls, the length of the bar indicates by magnitude of
the advantage/disadvantage

13 Shawkantango

4 George Fenton

PROFOFM RACING
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The Proform Racecard — Summary

* In this presentation we have shown that there are number of issues
with racecards on offer to handicappers today

* However, we have demonstrated that an alternative approach
exisits in the Proform Racecards which are:
i. More informative,
ii. Display data that is difficult to obtain,
iii. Present statistics in an visual format to allow ease of interpretation.

e Consider the Proform Racecard as a resource which provides you
unique informational indicators to supplement your own methods.

* We are planning new features for the racecards so please ensure
you visit www.proformprofressional.com for future updates and
L
enhancements. PROFORM RACING
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http://www.proformprofressional.com/
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